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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON JOINS GREAT MIDWEST
DAYTON, Ohio-- The University of Dayton today announced that, effective July 1,
1993, its athletic teams will leave the Midwestern Collegiate Conference and begin
intercollegiate play in the Great Midwest Conference. All varsity teams, excluding football,
softball, water polo and wrestling, will compete in the new conference, which promises
greater national exposure for the University.
The move comes nearly a year after University officials began developing criteria for
determining conference affiliation and after an extensive 10-month study by the athletic
department. Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president, made the recommendation to the
executive committee of the board of trustees after consulting with top administrators and the
board of trustees and receiving unanimous support from a faculty committee.
"This was a tough decision for many reasons," Fitz said. "We have enjoyed and
benefitted from our affiliation with the institutions and the people of the MCC. In addition,
there's still a great deal of uncertainty about the future of many athletic conferences, and any
number of future moves by schools could affect the University of Dayton. This is a risky but
bold move, but we think it's best for the University of Dayton."
....rMike Slive, commissioner of the Great Midwest Conference, called the University of
Dayton "a tremendous addition" and gave high praise to UD's athletic and academic
traditions.
"We have often said that we could expand immediately by simply saying 'yes' to the
many institutions that have inquired about membership in the conference. But we would not
expand in that manner," he said. "For membership in the Great Midwest Conference, an
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institution needs a storied athletic history, a vibrant metropolitan location 'and academic
integrity equal to our charter members. An institution must share our vision of college
athletics in the 1990s, value the involvement of the president in athletic matters and place a
premium on competing within the guidelines established by NCAA legislation. The
University of Dayton is such an institution."
The move comes with a long-term commitment by UD officials to be strongly
competitive in the Great Midwest and to re-establish both the men's and women's basketball
programs to levels of national prominence -

prominence that brings with it institutional

exposure.
"You can't pay enough to advertise throughout the country about your institution or
the fact that you exist," said Ted Kissell, athletic director. "The best way to do that is by
having an athletic team that is getting exposure -

significant exposure -

outside of your

immediate media area. And that's what basketball, particularly men's, can do for you. The
move to the Great Midwest will give the University great exposure."
The Great Midwest got plenty of exposure last season, its inaugural year of National
Collegiate Athletic Association Division I competition. The Great Midwest sent three teams
(Cincinnati, DePaul and Memphis State) to the 64-team NCAA Tournament, and another
team, the University of Alabama at Birmingham, to the National Invitation Tournament.
Cincinnati and Memphis State advanced to the Final Eight before UC knocked out its Great
Midwest colleague to advance to the Final Four. Bringing that level of play to the UD Arena
"continues Dayton' s tradition of being a very exciting basketball city," said Fitz.
The conference move benefits not just basketball, but all the Flyer teams competing in
the Great Midwest. A total of 12 UD teams will initially be vying for Great Midwest
championships in sports like men's soccer, where St. Louis last fall advanced to the NCAA
finals before losing to the eventual national champion in overtime.
"The Great Midwest Conference provides excellent competition for all our sports
programs. Our coaches and student-athletes will be developing new rivalries as well as
competing against old rivals. We are excited about the opportunity to participate in cities
-more-
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where we have an enthusiastic fan base and great alumni support," said Tom Westendorf,
associate director of athletics for business and operations.
The league is committed to academic as well as athletic excellence. Two member
schools had violations of NCAA rules in the 1980s, but both have taken significant
documented steps to correct their mistakes, said Elaine Dreidame, senior associate director of
athletics and vice president for Division I schools for the NCAA. Each school has new
leadership and presidents who have made renewed commitments to integrity.
"The schools in the Great Midwest are completely committed to integrity and working
within the rules of the NCAA," said Dreidame, who also serves as compliance coordinator for
UD.
Conference leaders back up that commitment. Commissioner Slive is an attorney,
former assistant commissioner of the PAC-10 Conference and former athletic director at
Cornell University. Two of his five staffers were hired directly from the NCAA, and some of
the league's academic requirements exceed NCAA regulations.
For example; the Great Midwest limits the number of partial qualifiers -

student-

athletes who fail to meet the NCAA's initial eligibility standards- who can play in a given
year. Great Midwest schools permit no more than one such student per entering class per
team and no more than four on any given team.
Secondly, the Great Midwest's academic progress requirements are more stringent than
those mandated by the NCAA. The league says student-athletes must carry a 2.0 grade point
average (or higher) by the beginning of their third year of school. The NCAA requires
student-athletes' grade point average at the three-year mark to equal or exceed 90 percent of
the grade point average that school requires for graduation.
~

"We looked at all the data on retention and graduation rates of athletes," said John
Geiger, associate provost and chair of the faculty committee which studied the conference
move, "and we feel very comfortable, particularly with the recent history of all the institutions
in the Great Midwest."
The Great Midwest has established an academic consortium that will allow meJllber
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schools to pool academic resources to benefit students. Among the efforts that are being
implemented are cross-institutional registration; jointly developed academic programs;
interlibrary loan programs; and visiting professorships, where experts at one university will
lecture to classes at another free of charge. Each university's provost will oversee the
program.
"This is a group of institutions that is compatible with the University of Dayton in
many ways," said Geiger. "All the schools have a strong research mission. The conference is
a president's conference with an academic component built into it. The provosts meet, there's
the opportunity for faculty exchange and even research collaboration."
Some University officials initially expressed concern about joining a conference that
mixed public and private institutions with different academic missions, but Fitz views the
conference balance as a plus. "We have a long tradition of cooperation with a wide variety
of state-supported and private universities for the purposes of research and academic
programs," he said. "We are confident that the balance of public and private universities in
the conference will work to the benefit of all."
Members of the Great Midwest include the University of Alabama at Birmingham, the
University of Cincinnati, DePaul University, Marquette University, Memphis State University
and St. Louis University. MCC-member schools include Butler University, the University of
Detroit-Mercy, Duquesne University, the University of Evansville, La Salle University,
Loyola University and Xavier University. The University of Notre Dame is a member of the
MCC in all conference sports but men's basketball.
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